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Massive demonstrations and protests brought America’s immigration issues to the forefront of political debate and discussion in recent weeks. In the new book Managing Migration: The Promise of Cooperation (Lexington Books, 2006) co-authored by Susan Martin, visiting professor and director of the Institute for the Study of International Migration at Georgetown University, a case is made for greater cooperation between receiving and source states in the management of migrant flows in order to affect positive outcomes for host nations, countries of origin, and for immigrants themselves. 

“A strategy of cooperation between host countries and countries of origin can address the problems of the three major immigration actors through a series of tradeoffs that facilitate the improved management of legal migration flows and better deal with illegal flows,” the authors argue. “This cooperation should be based on the recognition that the best migration policy is one that seeks not to block but to regulate smoothly international flows of people.” 

Martin and co-authors Philip L. Martin and Patrick Weil serve as co-chairs of the Cooperative Efforts to Manage Emigration (CEME) project which conducted a series of site visits over four years to examine migration pressures in a variety of sending countries, integration efforts in receiving countries, and forums that promote cooperation between migrant sending and receiving countries. The results of their research are highlighted in the book.   

The authors look at the reasons international movements of people are expanding, as well as the links between migration and development, and the issue of forced migration, in particular the movements of people to escape violence, repression and persecution. They also assess policies that destination countries can pursue to avert mass migration while protecting the rights of those seeking safety. 

The authors also include reports from CEME site visits including analyses of the European Union and the countries seeking to enter it, the relationship between Europe and African countries of emigration, migration relationships in the Americas, and China and the Philippines as countries of global immigration. The book concludes with a framework for sustainable migration management that supports the interests of source countries, destination countries and the migrants themselves.   

“Managing Migration provides a comprehensive, informative, readable discussion of all types of human population movements and will be a useful resource for policy makers, scholars, and the general public alike,” said Sharon Stanton Russell, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. “The book places its valuable review and assessment of contemporary efforts to manage migration cooperatively in the context of the history, causes, and consequences of migration, and is informed by the authors’ deep knowledge and understanding of migration issues and first-hand experience ‘on the ground.’” 

